
Physics Forward!

SpaceFest 2026



What a Long Strange 
Trip Its Been!



Work Study Student @ UMSL
• Circuit card layout and construction
• Lab plumbing and electrical
• Leroy drawings for publication



Assistant Engineer @ McDonnell Douglas
• Flight simulation graphics
• F-18 cockpit display prototypes

and other flight software



Research Assistant @ KU



Contractor @ NASA EOS Terra



ACS/Propulsion/FSW @ SES



Gifts of a physics education…
Interesting work.

Exciting travel and opportunities to forge relationships with 
people on 4 continents.

Excellent peer groups along the way.

 Importance of maintaining professional relationships.

 Importance of building/maintaining communities.



Physics Forward!



Physics and Astronomy Alumni Board (PAAB)
• Formed in 2007
• Met “annually” in Lawrence until Covid
• Met “quarterly” via Zoom until December 2024
• Some fundraising and advocacy activities in early 2025. 

Vision to recast/modernize/energize the PAAB
• Structure consistent with common practices at other institutions
• Friends of the Department of Physics & Astronomy (FoPAB) - local 

body, inclusive of alumni as well as other friends and supporters.
• Physics & Astronomy Advisory Board (PAAB) - function as the national 

and international board, composed primarily of alumni.
• (August 2025) Delays getting necessary data…

 Move forward with some mechanism for alumni 
engagement and, as a courtesy, bring closure to 
existing PAAB members.





Alumni Zoom Events
• Convened in 2023 and 2024
• Reasonably well-attended given that communication

was awkward.

 Convene annual virtual events for 
Department students & faculty and 
for Alumni
 Resume publication of the 

Department newsletter



Thank you!

Colleen McKee
609-206-0485
cmmckee@aol.com


